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Disraeli had established a modus vivendi during Palmer-ston's Government, though, owing to an indiscretion of Derby's, its effect had been impaired at the last General Election. In regard to Ireland he had advocated conciliation, but conciliation through the action of a powerful and vigorous executive, from his early days in Parliament. In a famous speech 1 in 1844: he had said that it was the duty of an English Minister to effect in Ireland by policy all those changes which a revolution would effect by force; in 1847 he had urged the liberal outlay of English gold to forward Irish economic development; in the first Derby-Disraeli Government he had endeavoured to pass into law a comprehensive reform of Irish land tenure in favour of the tenant; and in the second Derby-Disraeli Government he had contemplated the grant of a charter to a Eoman Catholic University in Dublin, but had lacked the time to carry the policy into act. It was this last scheme which he took up once more in the years 1867 and 1868, being much encouraged by Manning, who had recently become Eoman Catholic Archbishop of Westminster, and who was eager to assume the lead in all movements for the benefit of his adopted co-religionists. From May, 1867, to March, 1868, Disraeli was* in regular communication with the Archbishop, who represented himself as fully acquainted with the views of Cardinal Cullen and the other leaders of Irish Eoman Catholic opinion. After an informal conversation on an early Sunday in May, Manning brought the Eector of the existing Eoman Catholic University in Dublin to see Disraeli. In a letter arranging for the interview Manning wrote, on May 21: i I am able to say, of my own knowledge, that any favourable proposal from Government on the subject of the Catholic University would not only encounter no opposition, but would be assisted. I believe I may say that this includes the granting of a charter. What I write is not from second-hand. I can add that the " Chief" I conferred with is in the front, and he fully i See Vol. II., pp. 188-194.to th.e admirable biography of the father by the iral paradox would have been wholly out of keeping with Gladstone's vigorous character. His c teeth were set on edge/ as Gathorne Hardy
